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Figure 1: Example of an RDT&E program as it appears in the PB request justification documents.

RDT&E Structure
Starting with RDT&E, Figure 1 shows a RDT&E program as it appears in the PB request justification 

documents. Three data points are called out in the figure: 

1. The appropriation type and budget activity. 

2. The program name and alphanumeric unique identifier. 

3. Any projects funded under the program.  

You will also see that the table provides the total funding for prior years, the actual funding for FY 2022, 

the enacted funding for FY 2023, the requested funding for FY 2024, and the projected funding for FY 

2025 – 2028.
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Moving down to the project level (figure 3) we start to see the level of detail provided by the justification 

documents. The first arrow and corresponding box shows the name of a project, its unique alphanumeric 

identifier, and the funding for that project. The next set of arrows show what we have classified as “sub-

projects” which include information on specific plans for the current and next fiscal years as well as the 

associated funding for these efforts. You will note that at the sub-project level, funding is only provided 

for the next fiscal year as well as the two previous fiscal years.

Figure 2: An example of an RDT&E project as it appears in the PB request justification documents.
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Introduction – Procurement
Procurement Structure 
The structure for procurement is somewhat similar as shown in figure 4. Again, you will find the 

appropriation type, budget activity, as well as the name and alphanumeric unique identifier for the line 

item. Below that are the funding totals for the line item (called “Total Obligation Authority”) and at the 

bottom are the constituent cost elements which shows the various systems being procured as well as 

their unit cost, quantity, and total cost.

 
Figure 3: Example of a Procurement line item as it appears in the PB request justification documents. 
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Introduction – NDAA and Appropriations
NDAA and Appropriations Structure  
The last budgetary document that will be investigated with regard to structure is the changes that are 

established through the NDAA and Consolidated Appropriations Act. When changes are made to any of 

the original PB requests, these will be noted as shown in Figure 5. The (1) in red shows a change made 

to the MQ-1 UAV program with the bold text above indicating a requested amount of $0 from the PB and 

a final funding of $350 million. If no changes to the PB request are made, they will appear like the box 

labeled with the red (2) with the same amount in the budget request and the final bill.

Figure 4: Congressional changes to the budget as they appear in the appropriation and authorization bills 
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Dashboard Descriptions
RDT&E Funding by Category   
This dashboard represents the total FY 2024 RDT&E funding requested relative to the organization in 

the DoD; the domains being supported; and by specific categories associated with the systems and 

technologies being funded. At the top of this dashboard, you will find the total funding, the percentage of 

the overall RDT&E budget for UxV technologies, and the total number of program elements, projects, and 

sub-projects based on the filters applied. Below that are the range of filters that can be used. And finally. 

you will see the total UxV funding for each of the three primary categories (organizations, domains, and 

technologies). 

Reference the “Notes” section provided on the first page of this workbook to understand what these 

totals represent for domains and technology categories. 
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RDT&E Funding by Category Cross-Section

This dashboard represents a cross-tabulation of the information displayed on the previous sheet. Using 

the three primary categories (domains, organization, and technology), we now see the funding under 

each cross-section. The first chart plots the funding for each organization relative to technology category, 

the second includes the technology category by domain, and the third shows the funding for each domain 

by organization. If you mouse over any of these values, it will show the further breakdown by the category 

not shown in the base chart. So, for technologies by organization, the breakdown by domain is displayed 

in the mouseover. Again, at the top of the page you will see the filters that can be applied, and the funding 

totals / program counts based on the filters used. 

Reference the “Notes” section provided on the first page of this workbook to understand what these 

totals represent for domains and technology categories.  

 



2024 Defense Budget for Uncrewed Systems and Robotics    |    page 9

RDT&E Funding (PB) by Program
ThisThis dashboard shows the funding for each of the RDT&E initiatives supporting UxV technologies in 

FY 2024. The dashboard organizes this information in two ways: 

The first chart shows the organization that will receive funding and the boxes to the right are the programs 

supported by that organization. The boxes are sized and colored based on the funding amount (with the 

larger, darker boxes representing more funding compared to other boxes). Mousing over each box will 

show the breakdown of projects under each program and their requested funding in FY 2024. 

The second chart again shows the organization that will receive funding but now includes columns for 

each Program Element > Project > Sub-Project and the funding at the sub-project level from FY 2019 – FY 

2024. Hovering your mouse over the funding values in this chart will show notes captured from the last 

three President’s budget requests and the UxV Relevance Coefficient that was used.  

 



2024 Defense Budget for Uncrewed Systems and Robotics    |    page 10

UxV Procurement by Program 
This dashboard shows FY 2024 procurement amounts for each overarching line item (referred to as a 

program) broken down into specific items and units under each item. The boxes in this table are sized 

relative to the unit value with the larger boxes representing a larger funding value relative to other boxes. 

The chart is sectioned by Organization > Program (Line Item) > Item Title > Unit. Hover your mouse over 

the Unit boxes for some additional information on requested acquisitions for FY 2024 including the unit 

cost, the number of units, and when provided, the contractors associated with the procurement and any 

comments regarding the procurement.
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UxV Funding Trends (FY19-24) 

This dashboard provides estimated UxV funding from FY 2019 to FY 2024 relative to the type of funding 

and the organization receiving funding. Each year shows the amount that was requested in the PB (starting 

in FY 2021) relative to the amount that was enacted in the final Appropriations bill. One note on this 

page, the requested funding will not match the totals on the previous dashboards because congressional 

additions established in the final Appropriations Act are not included in the requested funding. This data 

will be added during the next budget cycle once funding totals have been confirmed. For this budget 

cycle, changes from the original requested amounts are detailed in the next two dashboards.
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Budget Changes Over Time 

This dashboard shows each program supporting UxV RDT&E and procurement along with the requested 

funding from FY 2021 – 2024, the actual funding from FY 2019 – 2022, the enacted funding from FY 2020 

– 2023, the difference between the requested/enacted/actual amounts, and the percent by which the 

funding was changed. A new filter has been added to this page called “Congressional Adjustment” which 

indicates whether congressional changes represent an increase, decrease, or cut/realignment from the 

originally requested amount. The FY 2024 enacted amounts will be populated with the next budget cycle 

for FY 2025.
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NDAA Committee Changes 
This dashboard shows the changes that were made to the original PB request in two ways. The first chart 

titled “NDAA Process” shows the changes made by SASC, HASC, HAC-D, and SAC-D relative to the PB 

request. This comparison is made at the Program level (RDT&E) and Line Item level (procurement). The 

second chart, “NDAA Process – Subs,” shows the same information but details the specific changes being 

made.
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